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RESEARCH AREAS

1. INTERNATIONAL TRADE

2. EMPIRICAL INTERNATIONAL FINANCE

3. DEVELOPMENT ECONOMICS



TRADE, LABOR, HEALTH & WELLBEING

Analysis of the effects of international trade and offshoring on 
employment and wages, the effects of import competition on 
subjective wellbeing and health, the consequences of trade for the 
environment, and the geographical and sectoral transmission of 
trade shocks.

• Rosario Crinò
• Maria Luisa Mancusi
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INTERNATIONAL TRADE



TRADE, PRODUCTIVITY & INNOVATION

Analysis of the role of trade for explaining firm productivity 
heterogeneity, the effects of international trade on economic 
performance, the interaction between trade and economic 
distortions and its consequences for innovation and productivity.

• Rosario Crinò
• Maria Luisa Mancusi
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INTERNATIONAL TRADE



EXCHANGE RATES & CRISES

Analysis of the determinants of real exchange rates, the effects of
different exchange rate regimes, the sources of debt and financial
crises in developed and developing countries. Monetary policy 
rules and financial stability. Empirical tests of
Purchasing Power Parity. Machine learning tools applied to the 
exchange rate.

• Emilio Colombo
• Marco Lossani
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EMPIRICAL INTERNATIONAL FINANCE



Main research question:
What are the “social” obstacles to economic development?

Methods:
Theoretical and empirical analysis and large use of randomized control 
trials in Italy and in Africa 

Current research topics:
1. The effect of social/cultural norms (bride price, female genital 

mutilation, child marriage etc..) on economic development. 
2. Ethnic diversity, stereotypes and economic performance
3. Health and economic development, with a particular focus on risky 

sexual behaviour and HIV/AIDS
4. Homelessness

• Lucia Corno

DEVELOPMENT ECONOMICS



Colombo Emilio (2019) (with Matteo Pelagatti) Statistical Learning and Exchange Rate Forecasting, 
International Journal of Forecasting, forthcoming
Colombo Emilio (2019) (with L. Menna and P. Tirelli) “Informality and the Labor Market Effects of Financial 
Crises”, World Development, forthcoming.
Colombo Emilio (2015) (with M. Pelagatti) “On the Empirical Failure of Purchasing Power Parity Tests”,
Journal of Applied Econometrics, 30, pp. 904-923. 
Corno Lucia (2019) (with M. Bjorkman-Nyqvist, D. de Walque, J. Svensson) “Incentivizing safer sexual 
behavior: Evidence from a randomized control trial on HIV prevention”,  American Economic Journal: Applied 
Economics, forthcoming. 
Corno Lucia (2016) “Homelessness and crime: do your friends matter?”,  The Economic Journal
Crinò Rosario (2019) (with I. Colantone and L. Ogliari) “Globalization and Mental Distress”, Journal of 
International Economics, 119, 181-207.
Crinò Rosario (2019) (with A. Bonfiglioli and G. Gancia) “Trade, Finance and Endogenous Firm 
Heterogeneity”, Journal of the European Economic Association, 17, 79-130.
Crinò Rosario (2018) (with A. Bonfiglioli and G. Gancia) “Betting on Exports: Trade and Endogenous 
Heterogeneity”, Economic Journal, 128, 612-651.
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS



Lossani Marco (2017) “Tasso di cambio e politiche macro economiche in economia aperta”, in Mishkin, F., 
Macroeconomia. Teoria e Pratica, Milano-Torino, Pearson Italia. 
Lossani Marco (2013) (with A. Florio, G. Nardozzi ) “From the Global Financial Crisis to Global Monetary 
Rules: a Wicksellian View”, Roma , Rubattino Editore.
Mancusi Maria Luisa (2018) (with C. Conti, R. Sestini, F. Sanna Randaccio, E. Verdolini) “Transition Towards a 
Green Economy in Europe: Innovation and Knowledge Integration in the Renewable Energy Sector”, Research 
Policy, forthcoming.
Mancusi Maria Luisia (2016) (with C. Altomonte, S. Gamba and A. Vezzulli) “R&D Investments, Financing 
Constraints, Exporting and Productivity”, Economics of Innovation and New Technology, 25, pp. 283-303. 
Mancusi Maria Luisa (2008) “International Spillovers and Absorptive Capacity: A Cross-Country Cross-Sector 
Analysis Based on Patents and Citations”, Journal of International Economics, 76, pp. 55-165.
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